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QFTERATIONS AND TRATTING

Aetivity during Januapry ccentinued at the same vace os
in the vast fow months until tho arrival of TET whon action
inoroascd significantly.

During the 1-25 January &rn'ts of this Battalion parti-
cinated in 5 oporctioms,

Operation Kontucky. Tanks of Commany "A" and onc nlatoon

of Compony "A", 34 Anti<Tonk Battalion sumported the 24 Bat-
talion, Lth Merino Regiment and the 12th Provisional Artillery
Battrlion. Tanks fired 90mm HE ond WP, H&I fires and fired
90mm diroct cnd indircct =t known and suspooted enemy poai-
tions resulting in one XIA (confirmed). On § Januory a pla-
teon from the Snocinl Landing Feree was chooped to this 3at-
talion and was rodosigncted the 3d Flatoon, Company "C".

This vlatcon was in sunpart of the 3d Battalion, Lth Marine
zegimont ond the 1lst and 34 Battalion, 34 Marine Regiment at

Operation Lancaster. Tanks of "B" Company norticinated in

8 oporation in the Coamn Carroll-Rockpile arcas in support
of the 24 and 34 Bottelion, 9th Morino Regiment. Support
inocludod firing 90mm HE EX%I fires and nroviding escorts
for seven corgoys from Thcem S'=a Lom to Cau Lme On 13 Jenuary
tho convoy wos smbushod by an estimeted roinforced NVEZ Com=
vany. Tho tonks fircd 90mm HE and caunnister and 30 cnd £0O
cnliber machine guns at ambush nositions with unknown rosults.
On 2§ January twe tanks from Cawmo Corroll went cut as part of
e rcaction foreo to assist o commany which hed been cmbushcd
on Routo# 9. The reacticn ferce was also ambushed and the
tanks suffored one KIA snd onc WIA., Tank Bi2 was hit by an
EPG andiOVacuated to DongHa where i1t was revaired and roturned
o servico.

oretion Sectlond. Comnany "A", 3d Anti-Tenk Battalion and

0 ctoon of Company "B" sunparted the 26th Marine Reg-
Iment in this onoraticn in the Xho Senh arsa, Tank 90mm fire
et onomy mortar vositions resultoed in onc secondary exnlcsion.

Operation Hoosho., Tanks of Ccmpany "C" fired 90mm H&I firecs
n surport of the lgt Battallon, 9th Merine Regimont during

tho operation in tho Phong Dion Arca.

Oneration Yanclean. Two taniis of Company "C" particivatod in
this oncretion 1n sypport of the 1lst Anmhibieon Tractcr Bat=
talion. Tho tanks fired mechinc guns at observed encmy rmove-
mont and on 19 January varticinated as nart of a reaction
forcc to ongago en onomy unit. Tio teaks Iired 90mm HE,
cannister and W¥ as woll os 30 and 50 caliber machine guns
accounting for 17 KIi (ecounfirmed).
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of subcrdinntc units, At tho ond cf this rencrting neried
thore wero 1llj tracked vchicles, 23 motor trensnort vehicles
cnd 2 ordnsnco ltoms dendlined. Of these, 7 tonks and 15 mo-
tor transnnrt vohiclea were at third echolon maintonance
feellitics, Tho availability of first/sccond echelen tank
ronair warts 4cs cintinucd tc show o slight immrovement end
orgnnizationnl dendline has remained minimal. Howover, third
ochelon maintononce fecilities simnly do not hove major items
in the maintoncnce float anssets which results in extonded
deadlined neriods. The uvallability <f renair narts or re-
wlccomont infrored items remain in critienlly short sunply
and ncne have beon received sinee the ocarly portion «f Decem=-
ber 1967. Tho availnbility of moter transport narts roquired
to romovo wvohiclos frem crganizationnl deadline remains sat-
isfactory. The third echelen deadline ratc has continued

to inerocse in quantity and time due to evacuation of vehi-
clos to 3d FSR for rencirs withcut issuing code lettors.
Relatively fow maintenanco nroblems have occurred thus for
with the M50A1 Ontos. Howover, it is exnected that maintenance
nrcblems will ineroase nromertionally with operctional hours
due t2 a lack <f seccnd cchelon narts on hand.

Services havo remnined satisfoetory. The nermanent showers
have nct becen onmpleted. The grease trap for the messhall
hns beon completed and 1s functloning satisfactorily. The
most significant prcblem continues te be a lack of electri-
clty. The oxnansicn cf the Gia Le perimeter has beon complo-
ted nnd now bunkers hove been ecmnstructed.

Tho overall trananortaticn situation has shown a slight
imnrovement during this nericd due to an input of sdditicnal
drivers. Tronsportation of repalr perts snd cther suoplies
to the widcly disnersed subcrdinate units has become exceed-
ingly difficult, porticularly for thcse heavy items wnique
to tracked vwchicles. The infroquency of convoys ond unnre-
dictability of cir shipmont has often resulted in mcjor
itoms decdlined wp to 7 deys while awalting transportation
of renailr ports.

There wero a tctal of thirteen 1luncidents of encmy mine*
RPG or artillery damage during this neriod. A Ccmneny "B
Mi8A3 tenk, USMC 202143 was hit by an RPG on 2l January 1968.
It wes remaired and restorcd to service on 26 Jaouary 1968.
One 106mm riflo woa dnmogod by shrapnol and evncusted on 27
Jonurry. A Cm.ony "C" MYSBA3 tank, USMC 201825 hit o mine
on 28 Januery. Tho tank was rc-aired and restored to service
on 30 January. An H%8 C-m-any M6TA2 tank, USMC 211207 hit o
mine, wes hit by o mortar cn the turrct nnd rccoivod two R¥G
hits ca 31 January. Fieold exnediunt repairs were acccmmlished
and tno tank romcinod -merntionnl. An F&S Ccompeoy MU8A3 tank,
USMC 201969 wos hit by twe RPG's on 31 Jenuery. The tank is
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- “tc Tznks f tho 3d Plataon Company "B" fired 10

7 dirocet 3t oncmy mortar sibes w/unkno wn
rosuvlss,

Tanks of tho SLP Z.aty:a firod 5 HE 3t onecmy
srtillory pasitions vith unknown results.

T.nks »f the 34 2latosn Compony 'B" fired 5 HE
diraet Tire »t onemy mortar sitc w/unknown rosults.

2}y Jen 1368 T.nks >f 3d Pletoon Company "B" fired 12 HE
divect firc 2t cnomy mortar sitos resulting
in one secHndsry c¢xplasion,

Two tanks from tho lst 2litoon Compony "a"
w/infantry woent t5 swocp sito of ambushed jocp
- (G°HC). So:rch of arsa produced nogative results,

Tw) tanits »f Bravo Company sent out on rosction
f reec to assist ambushed USMC convoy. Reactlon
fireo smbushod. 3 42 tok RPG. Round hit .50
c:1 michine zun rcsulting in onc tonk crewmen
KIA and one VIA (zvuce).

T.nks >f Como'ry "A" fired on suspected ocnonmy
rmovement, Fired 3 5T w/unknown rosults,

Tanks Hf Cowpuny "A" wont on rsd sweop as
socurity for infantry, No conraect.

Tw> ten%s »f Comapny "A" -n rood sweope No
contaect,

25 Jan 1768  #ivc Mj8A3's and onc M51 VIR omborkod sbomrd
LCU's at Huc Ramp for movemcnt to Ding Ha,

Tunks >f tho 24 Plasyon Company "B" fired LO
cannister, 12 HE. 7250 cal .30, 20 cal, S0 an? a
40 soennd rnd Hf flem as recon by fire for sec-
urity £ir convoye

Tywaks :f the 3d Plataon Compony "A"™ fired 37 HT
H & I fire indircct, w/unkn>wn results.

Tanks »~f Compeny "C" on LCU!'s roceived smsll arms
end reediless rifle fire >n Cus Viet River, Tanks
roturned 25 rounds .50 cul w/negotive rosults.
Two tanks from Company “BR un rouction fores

from Cump Corr-ll, Recartion IHreo ambushed. B2
took RPG hit, Friondly ccsuwalties 1 KTA und 1
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26 Jan 1968

27 Jeun 1968

28 Jan 1968

Ta!!s of Company "A" fired 3 HE direct fire at
susrooted enemy .~sitions w/unknown results.

Tanks «f Gcmrgay "A" zeroing snd FAM firing.
Fircd 37 HE diroect, 2 Shot, 2 Hect aond 1 WP
w/un¥ncun rosults.

*BA3 tnnk 20194k damaged by RPG hit, rescircd
end rosterod to service. Refor to S-4 Jmrnal
ontry 2609454 Jan 68.

Compray "i" renortod modific ticm of last tonk.
Tetal of vehiocles now mrdified 1s Th.

Tomks of the SLF Ploteon fired 2 EE, 3 WP dir-
oct ot NVA in tres line w/unknown results.

T-nks of Ccm:my "i" went on r od asweep with
elements of 2/1. A51 develoved turrot prob-
lens. All develomad enrine wroblems and had to
bu tcwed back te /1 perimeter. Ho ccntact
was made.

MShL truck 213433 ccught on fire and abandnned,
Rofcr to 8-l Journrl 271950H Jan 68.

Prnks ~f the 2d 2latrcn, Comneny "A" fired 2 HE
ot susreected encmy movement. Nepotive results,

Tanzs -f the 3@ Plat~on, Cemmmny "A" fired 40
Hs F&Y fire iniircct w/uninown results.

1st Platcon, Crmrany "C" with elements of 1/4
gonducted a ccrdon and search onerastion of
nrovisus ambush site finding documcnts and
bl-cdstaincd olcthes., Ne ecntoet was made.

MSh truck 213413 wes reccvercd with enly miner
inmagc. Rofor tr 8-l Jcuraal 250930H Jan 68.

T-nks of tho 24 2lotron, Cemrany "C® fired 3
HE direet fire =t susrected enemy mcvement
w/unkmowr. rosults.

Tnnks of tho 24 Plat-cn, Cemany "A" fired 3
#C direct fire nt susnectod onemy mrvement
w/unmown rcsultas.

Ten Cl1l hit = mine in the Cem Lo aren, 1 WIA
(ncn-ovae). Damagoe was twn sats rcad wheels,
twe ro2d vwheol orms, all trrck o left aide.
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s=3, 8~2 Journal
Viet=-Nam

Fr 2),0001HOTo8
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Time : - ot .
In out Ser 2tg Incidents, Messagss, Orders iihe
Mesaages, Urders fitds . . .. . o . a..ghebion
m1p 0y 24083 Fram Go "C" Tk Loo Rpt m..:.M
111 02 240929H From Co "A" AT's Loc Rpt §=M=!
11 03 2408144 Prom Co "8" from 24,0230 to 240430 recieved 30 rds
+50 cal & 3 60MM Mortar rds oa the strip across
) highway from C? S-P
173 - o! 241 1,00H From Co "A" Tk Loc Rpt mn:eﬁ,
17 0% 2416008 Prom Co "A" from 241200H to 214308 swesp around
Yankee Station 1500 meters out, reqst by B A11,5% *
Negative results 3=F !
17 0 2411308  Prom Co "A" at 232300H at 12,678 A51, exp 3 9OMH .
E at susp enemy movement w/unknown results S~F |
17 0 241131H Prom Co "A" from 24AMWOTO0H to 2409308 at 124670
Tanks security for Hawk separate sweep wW/neg rslts S«F:
_ .
1210 2,013pH  Prom Co "B" at 24j1120% B35 at Bl42421 exp 5 90MM HE
at enemy wortar site w/u known results ! S-F,
1635 o 24130p1 Prom Co "B" at 24120SH B33 exp 12 90MM HE om susp
enemy mortar site obsvd secdonary Explosion, | _
unknown results | 3-F ._
20B0 10 241938  From Co "B® NXK By2,F22 sent as part of reisf for |
to aid convoy cacught in area ambush. Relief in !
turn ran into ambush. F22 seperated from, Bi2,’ ‘
WMM returned to Camp Carroll t»ww wounded Ma antry
knocked out by RPG resent. reparation to _
abandon are Uowﬁmusvbontwwu. re ,¢w ASAP. 3-F
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